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Various attempts have been made from time to time to
construct barometers with fluids of lower density than mercury,
with the view of increasing the range of movement of the
column by the direct action of the atmosphere, thereby
rendering the variations of pressure more distinctly visible,
without the intervention of mechanical appliances. It has been
thought that if precise instruments of this class were made, they
would prove of much scientific value in showing the character of
the more minute barometric fluctuations. At meteorological
stations, seaports, collieries, and many other important
situations, they would render considerable aid to the
unpractised eye in detecting frequently and easily the changes
which are continually taking place in atmospheric pressure.
Water being the most convenient fluid for a long range
barometric column, many water barometers have been
constructed, notably that made by Professor Daniell for the
Royal Society in 1830. An interesting account of this instrument
appears in the Philosophical Transactions for 1832. About the
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