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.10,000-volt switches, in some instances, are mounted on the
back of the switchboard and operated by hand levers as seen
in Fig. 1. Frequently in American practice switches larger than
5000 kilowatts capacity, the phases are submerged in
individual oil tanks and have multiple break FlG. 2.--Oerlikon
30,000-volt, 300-ampere, Solenoid Controlled Circuit Breaker.
contacts. Each pole of these oil switches is inclosed in a
separate fireproof structure made of brick or concrete. The use
of soapstone is not essential and it must be borne in mind that
it readily absorbs oil. The doors to the tank compartments are
either asbestos fiber, slate slabs, or wire glass, and are held in
place by clamps, or hung from the top of the compartment. It
is common practice on the continent of Europe to have the
poles of all phases for any voltage in one sheet metal tank. In...
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