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electronegativity between atoms in a compound and the asymmetry of the compound's structure. For example,
a molecule of water is polar because of the unequal sharing of its electrons in a 'bent' structure, whereas
methane is considered non-polar because the carbon shares the electrons with the hydrogen atoms uniformly.
Polarity underlies a number of physical properties including surface tension, solubility, and melting and boiling-
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