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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 edition. Excerpt: .to encourage and diffuse a taste for intellectual pursuit
among the busy, commercial, and manufacturing middle classes, by whom they are principally supported. The
Museum is one of the best provincial Museums in the kingdom. Since the plan of penny admissions was
introduced, the visitors to the Museum have been as follows: --The present number of members and subscribers
is 331. Year. Visitors. 1852--3 1,164 1853--4 8,052 1854--5 7,622 1855--6 7,510 1856--7 7,650 1857--8 5,742 1858--9
7,800 1859-60 13,500 To make the Museum what it ought to be, --a place of popular resort, --it ought to be
frequently open in the evening; the only time when the working classes can attend it. The success which has
attended the opening of the Museum and picture galleries at Kensington in the evening, is most encouraging.
The Museum itself should be removed to a larger and more commodious building, as there is no longer room
for the reception of the objects of interest presented to it. It ought to be, and would be, something more than a
mere lounge for sight-seers, if competent lecturers were from time to time to make the specimens of the
Museum the subjects of discourse. To the mass of the community, Museum means a collection of curiosities,
monsters, and lusus Closed six months, to prepare for British Association. naturce. It is true that the Museum is
easy enough of access to the body of the working man, --for scarcely any one is...
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