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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1856 edition. Excerpt: . is not cheerfully done; but before God and in his service no
one has a right to use compulsion. Fourthly, Women were created for other purposes than to spend a lazy and
useless life in a convent. chapter ii. Luther s Reflections--Example of the Apostles--Celibacy--Gregory vii Luther s
Change of Mind--Luther s Marriage--Character of Catharine. All these preliminary steps were not
unpremeditated by Luther. Encouraged by the example of other clergymen who had married, he now began
seriously to reflect on the propriety of clerical matrimony. In these reflections he found no difficulty as regards
the secular clergy, that is, those who officiated as pastors of churches, because he considered their office as
divinely instituted, and he knew from history that their celibacy was forced by the popes under the most cruel
oppression. For although Paul advised the Christians of Corinth to remain unmarried during the season of
persecution, yet the first teachers of Christianity, and even Peter and most of the other apostles, were married
men.f Besides, celibacy is no where regarded as a meritorious condition in the New Testament. Christ himself
distinctly commends matrimonial affection and harmony, and Paul teaches that it is better to lead a married,
than an unchaste life.t 1 Cor. 7; 2, 9, 28. Notwithstanding all this, even during the first three centuries, a peculiar
merit began to be attached to celibacy. Many bishops, who were, it is true, poorly enough supported, abstained
from matrimony, or, if...
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