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Introduction participated in 63 focus group discussions. One hundred and seventy-one men and 147 women
participated in the groups. 2 Thirty-eight percent of participants in the 63 groups were in the Army; 16 percent
in the Marine Corps; 21 percent in the Navy; and 24 percent in the Air Force. About onequarter of the
participants were officers; the remainder were equally divided between enlisted and noncommissioned ( NCO )
officer ranks. In terms of racial and ethnic backgrounds, 68 percent were white; 22 percent black; 8 percent
Hispanic; 2 percent Asian or Pacific Islander; and 1 percent Native American. Participants ranged in age from 18
to 51 years, with an average age of 29 for the groups. Enlisted personnel were 9 years younger on average than
either or officers; the women participants were an average of 2 years NCOS younger than the men. About half
of the participants were married when they deployed; of these, 26 percent were married to military personnel.
The men were more likely to be married than the women-61 percent of the men were married compared with
39 percent of the women. However, women were far more likely to be married to a fellow service member; 51
percent of the married women participants had military spouses, compared with only 12 percent of the
married men. Forty-four percent of those who were married to military personnel had spouses who also
deployed to...
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