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In order to examine women s status and life in a Puritan society in the New World, we first have to know why
people left their native country. Marilyn J. Westerkamp tries to give some reasons in her book Women and
Religion in Early America: In the early sixteenth century the Reformation arrived in England (3) and in the
following decades a Puritan culture developed. A websitel tells us that in its core a description of man s direct
relationship to God could be found and that thus no one needed a priest to contact God. At the beginning of the
seventeenth century, the Puritan movement was attacked by Anglican bishops so that a few tried to flee. When
Charles became monarch, a tendency of being less tolerant towards Puritan clerics grew; as a result of this
many influential Puritans were arrested. Due to the fact that under the reign of this king numerous ceremonies
were formalized and made more complex, the Puritans felt that religious ceremonies became artificial and
thus their dissatisfaction grew. From 1628 on, they started to think of emigration to escape the monarch s
control (Westerkamp 13). English Puritans founded in April 1630 a colony in the New World, called New England.
Westerkamp calls this community, which was built in the wilderness, a holy experiment . As New England was
created with the help of England, but without an interference of the monarch (Westerkamp 14), it was possible
to develop the colony independently from...
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