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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1851 Excerpt: .the common, but, in quadratic equations, useful formula, a+x = a+2 ax+x.
Again: Gcometry may be rendered very useful in the study of Algebra, for in Gcometry we have the same truths
demonstrated at full length and plain terms, which are proved by signs in Algebra. To the learner the former is
the easier to understand--e.g, a+x, a--x may be demonstrated by Algebra to be equal to -3--x3 yet it is not so
fully comprehended, as the truth which the formula represents when that truth is demonstrated by Gcometry.
The same remark will apply to the formula, z+ra--a+ a x+x. If a+x be multiplied by itself, it can be shewn to
produce az + 2 a x+x; yet a+x is too abstract a notion to be readily laid hold of by the uninitiated. Attach a+a-to
something, a line for instance, as is the case in Gcometry, and say with Euelid, if a right line be divided into any
two parts, the square of the whole line is equal to the sum of the squares of the parts together with twice the
rectangle under the parts, and then demonstrate this by actually constructing the squares, e., and you have the
truth presented in such a form as the mind can grasp--and why ? Though the truth is still, in some sense, an
abstract truth, it is presented in a conerete form. Having said thus much on the fact that each of the subjects
under consideration may be...
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