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have been unable to access the tax credits due to certain conditions in the law and the failure of some states to
provide coverage options. According to the GAO, only 6, 900 eligible workers were enrolled in the advance
option in 2006. The impedi-ments to participation include: certain criteria for receiving the benefit; the time
lapse between receipt of the benefit and separation from employment; the failure of some states to provide
suitable coverage options; and the high cost relative to un-employment insurance benefits. For many workers,
maintaining health insurance for themselves and their de-pendents can be a significant portion of a familys
budget. Under the current TAA program, the Health Care Tax Credit covers only 65 of health care costs. In 2006,
the average annual cost for health insurance for a family of four was 11, 500. That means the head of such a
four-person household receiving the TAA health care tax credit would still face over 4, 000 of out-of-pocket
health care costs per year. Thats been an unaffordable burden for someone thats unemployed, and the GAO
report supports that conclusion. It is essential that we reduce TAA participants out-of-pocket health-care costs
so we can ensure that displaced workers and their families maintain comprehensive, affordable healthcare
coverage. Training In the 2002 TAA reform bill, Congress doubled the training money from 110 mil-lion to 220
million. While this increase was appropriate, states are still experi-encing a shortage of training funds. The GAO
found that this shortage was not only a...
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