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illustrated. 1915. Excerpt: . . . LETTER XIX Seventh Report from Holland to Aliston. The Lure of the Woman of
Non-Conventional Views. Ellison Grove, November Seventeenth. Dear Ed: While Mabel looked after the many
matters that had to be settled before our intended marriage in the fall, | indulged in the mistaken luxury of
idling about her fathers extensive home-place, and reading a little in preparation for my entrance into the legal
firm of Williston and Williston, where | had been offered a good position in the fall. For a time | delighted in
watching my capable fiancee, as she moved from house to garden and from poultry-yard to apiary always
with practical thoughts and words regarding the matter in hand. Only during our delightful horseback rides did
our conversation fall into intimate lines. Then Mabel laid out this plan and that in whole-hearted delight,
whereby her father was not to be deserted entirely, but at each week end visited by us, and helped in his
constant improvement plans. | will still keep my chickens and bees, she explained happily, and each day when
our city homeis in order, | will ride over to take charge of them. That will lessen the blow of my leaving, which is
going to be hard enough for Daddy and Betty at best. For a time | rested willingly in this wave of sweet practical
planning and administration, then that inevitable dissatisfaction crept again into my heart--the feeling that
must come, no matter how...
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