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edition. Excerpt: .the cause was not quite clear. These changes
were at times very abrupt and peculiar. 4. ERRORS DUE TO
MOISTURE ON OPTICAL PAR rs.--Moisture on the surfaces of
optical parts in the immediate neighborhood of the
spectrophotometer could seldom appear on account of the
temperature difference between the observing room and the
outside. Only on one occasion was moisture found on the
spectrophotometer prism. Deposition of moisture upon the
distant mirror would have been serious, but it was found that
the shed housing the mirror was suflicient guarantee against it
happening. The mirror was inspected each morning at the end
of the observations. Vhile the optical flat was in use attempts
were made to keep the surface of the mirror free from moisture,
either by heating the shed or by directing an air current against
the mirror. Heating was not permissible because of the...
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