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House. I hope that I did not do any damage to the instrument.
The hotel, albeit small and one horse in accommodation, was
scrupulously clean, and Messrs. Kitchen s clerk was very civil. I
shall remember the Witlmell House chiefly on account of two of
the most zealous newspaper reporters that I ever encountered.
They were both young men; and, Talleyrand s admonition
against zeal to the contrary notwithstanding, these gentlemen
should surely attain eminence in the peculiar branch of the
profession of journalism which they have adopted. They sprang
upon me from a dark corner in the sample room of the hotel
late at night; and one after the other made me the captive of his
bow and spear. That is to say, they interviewed me half out of
my mind. They wanted to know not only where I had been, and
whither I...
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