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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The backdrop for this amazing bicycle trip was World War II and before
that, the decade of the Great Depression. In the 1930s, most people were in the throes of managing their lives
with the smallest of incomes, or no income. Everyone was touched by this bare and dismal decade. We began
to emerge from this dark period because of the events taking place in Europe and later in Japan. Hitler was on
the march in Europe and the non-belligerent countries such as England and France were almost defenseless.
The United States passed a series of Acts, such as the cash and carry act and the lend-lease act, both of which
provided wartime supplies to these countries. When we entered the war in Europe and when Pearl Harbor was
attacked, all men between the ages of 18 and 45 were called up for military service. The demographics of the
United States changed. All factories were crowded with machines; workers were in demand; and tanks, planes,
and weapons were being sent for warfare. It was an abrupt change from the 1930 s. The mood of the people
was lightened when the Depression was over. There was a spirit of cooperation and a feeling of unity. Everyone
was patriotic. When the two girls in this memoir, Doris and Poppy, bicycled up to a farmer s door and requested
a night in his barn, there was no hesitation. Only one question was asked, Do you smoke? This was a trusting
society. Doris and Poppy packed their blue Victory bikes and traveled from their homes in BuKalo, New York,
through the level farmland of western New York State, Pennsylvania, Ohio. Part I...
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